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A Clearing In The Distance

In a brilliant collaboration between writer and subject, Witold Rybczynski, the bestselling author of Home
and City Life, illuminates Frederick Law Olmsted's role as a major cultural figure at the epicenter of
nineteenth-century American history. We know Olmsted through the physical legacy of his stunning
landscapes -- among them, New York's Central Park, California's Stanford University campus, and Boston's
Back Bay Fens. But Olmsted's contemporaries knew a man of even more extraordinarily diverse talents. Born
in 1822, he traveled to China on a merchant ship at the age of twenty-one. He cofounded The Nation
magazine and was an early voice against slavery. He managed California's largest gold mine and, during the
Civil War, served as the executive secretary to the United States Sanitary Commission, the precursor of the
Red Cross. Rybczynski's passion for his subject and his understanding of Olmsted's immense complexity and
accomplishments make his book a triumphant work. In A Clearing in the Distance, the story of a great
nineteenth-century American becomes an intellectual adventure.

The New York Times Book Reviews 2000

This anthology examines Love's Labours Lost from a variety of perspectives and through a wide range of
materials. Selections discuss the play in terms of historical context, dating, and sources; character analysis;
comic elements and verbal conceits; evidence of authorship; performance analysis; and feminist
interpretations. Alongside theater reviews, production photographs, and critical commentary, the volume also
includes essays written by practicing theater artists who have worked on the play. An index by name, literary
work, and concept rounds out this valuable resource.

The Power of Scenery

The Power of Scenery tells the story of how the world’s national parks came to be, with Frederick Law
Olmsted’s insights and energy serving to link three American jewels: Yosemite National Park, Yellowstone
National Park, and Niagara Falls State Park.

Boulevard of Dreams

Presents a history of the thoroughfare designed by Louis Aloys Risse that spans over four miles through the
center of the West Bronx, the Grand Boulevard, and Concourse and explores the various aspects of Jewish
communal life near the boulevard.

Landscape Architecture: A Very Short Introduction

Landscape architecture plays an important role in shaping the places in which we live and work. But what is



it? Landscape architects are involved, amongst other things, in the layout of business parks, the reclamation
of derelict industrial sites, the restoration of historic city parks, and the siting and design of major pieces of
infrastructure such as motorways, dams, power stations, and flood defences, as well as the planning of parks
and gardens. Taking a historical perspective, Ian Thompson looks at both the roots of landscape architecture
and the people that established it. This Very Short Introduction explores some of the misconceptions about
landscape architecture and considers the discipline's origins in landscape gardening. Thompson takes a look
at a number of areas, including the influence of Modernism, the difference between landscape design and
landscape planning, and the way that planning legislation has driven the growth of the discipline. He also
explores contemporary environmentalism, the debate as to whether landscape architecture is an art or a
science, landscape architecture in the community, post-industrial projects, and its relationship with ecological
urbanism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Sowing the Seeds of Victory

Sometimes, to move forward, we must look back. Gardening activity during American involvement in World
War I (1917-1919) is vital to understanding current work in agriculture and food systems. The origins of the
American Victory Gardens of World War II lie in the Liberty Garden program during World War I. This
book examines the National War Garden Commission, the United States School Garden Army, and the
Woman's Land Army (which some women used to press for suffrage). The urgency of wartime mobilization
enabled proponents to promote food production as a vital national security issue. The connection between the
nation's food readiness and national security resonated within the U.S., struggling to unite urban and rural
interests, grappling with the challenges presented by millions of immigrants, and considering the country's
global role. The same message--that food production is vital to national security--can resonate today. These
World War I programs resulted in a national gardening ethos that transformed the American food system.

Reconsidering Trenton

Trenton, like the state of New Jersey, is often maligned these days, but there was a time when Trenton was
the fiftieth largest city in the United States and boasted worldwide leaders in the iron and steel, rubber, and
pottery industries. Like many cities of its comparative size and prowess that came of age in the Industrial
Revolution, Trenton diminished in the aftermath of World War II and has become, for many, one of the “lost
cities”—a place of lessened population, abandoned houses, and shuttered factories. Featuring a series of
meditative explorations on the essence of the American post-industrial city through the prism of Trenton, this
book explores the city’s history, architecture, parks, factories, and neighborhoods through text and image,
highlighting the importance of such post-industrial cities.

Great City Parks

Great City Parks is a celebration of some of the finest achievements of landscape architecture in the public
realm. It is a comparative study of thirty significant public parks in major cities across Western Europe and
North America. Collectively, they give a clear picture of why parks have been created, how they have been
designed, how they are managed, and what plans are being made for them at the beginning of the twenty-first
century. Based on unique research including extensive site visits and interviews with the managing
organisations, this book is illustrated throughout with clear plans and photographs– with this new edition
featuring full colour throughout. Tate updates his seminal 2001 work with 10 additional parks, including: The
High Line in NYC, Golden Gate Park in San Francisco and Westergasfabriek, Amsterdam. All the previous
city parks have also been updated and revised to reflect current usage and management. This book reflects a
belief that well planned, well designed and well managed parks and park systems will continue to make
major contributions to the quality of life in an increasingly urbanized world.

https://vave.mstore.co.uk googlebook



Book Review Digest

More than any other major U.S. city, Atlanta regularly reinvents itself. From the Civil War’s devastation to
the 1996 Olympic boom to the current housing crisis, the city’s history is a cycle of rise and fall, ruin and
resurgence. In Planning Atlanta, two dozen planning practitioners and thought leaders bring the story to life.
Together they trace the development of projects like Freedom Parkway and the Jimmy Carter Presidential
Library. They examine the impacts of race relations on planning and policy. They explore Atlanta’s role as a
19th-century rail hub—and as the home of the world’s busiest airport. They probe the city’s economic and
environmental growing pains. And they look toward new plans that will shape Atlanta’s next incarnation.
Read Planning Atlanta and discover a city where change is always in the wind.

The New Yorker

In which ways does a \"green building\" contribute to the ecology of its surroundings? And how can
ecologically designed urban districts, with their green and blue networks, link up with the elements and
technologies of building design? All dimensions of \"green building\" are investigated in this book in an
effort to understand and evaluate some of the most recent and innovative Dense+Green Cities in Asia, the
Americas and Europe.

Planning Atlanta

\"Examines 40 properties in detail with over 300 archival and contemporary photographs, drawings, and floor
plans.\" -- Dust jacket.

Appalachian Journal

This comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach to urban planning and design in America analyzes key
projects initiated in 250 U.S. urban areas and details which strategies and programs were successful and
which failed. New to the Second Edition: * New sections on stadiums, entertainment centers, business
improvement districts, tax credit housing * Checklists and tables for field use * A review of recent failures
and successes This classic reference, fully revised for the new millennium, provides proven strategies for
professionals and invaluable real-world insights for students.

Dense + Green Cities

Includes, beginning Sept. 15, 1954 (and on the 15th of each month, Sept.-May) a special section: School
library journal, ISSN 0000-0035, (called Junior libraries, 1954-May 1961). Also issued separately.

Houses of Philadelphia

Tracing the development of American cities and city life from early colonial settlements to the familiar
downtowns of today, a sweeping cultural history reveals how our urban spaces have been shaped by the land
and the American lifestyle. Reprint. 25,000 first printing. NYT.

Oregon Historical Quarterly

The Best Tool of the Millennium The seeds of Rybczynski's elegant and illuminating new book were sown
by The New York Times, whose editors asked him to write an essay identifying \"the best tool of the
millennium.\" The award-winning author of Home, A Clearing in the Distance, and Now I Sit Me Down,
Rybczynski once built a house using only hand tools. His intimate knowledge of the toolbox -- both its
contents and its history -- serves him beautifully on his quest. One Good Turn is a story starring Archimedes,
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who invented the water screw and introduced the helix, and Leonardo, who sketched a machine for carving
wood screws. It is a story of mechanical discovery and genius that takes readers from ancient Greece to car
design in the age of American industry. Rybczynski writes an ode to the screw, without which there would be
no telescope, no microscope -- in short, no enlightenment science. One of our finest cultural and architectural
historians, Rybczynski renders a graceful, original, and engaging portrait of the tool that changed the course
of civilization.

American Book Publishing Record

Wallace Stegner called national parks “the best idea we ever had.” As Americans celebrate the 150th
anniversary of Yellowstone, the world’s first national park, a question naturally arises: where did the idea for
a national park originate? The answer starts with a look at pre-Yellowstone America. With nothing to put up
against Europe’s cultural pearls—its cathedrals, castles, and museums—Americans came to realize that their
plentitude of natural wonders might compensate for the dearth of manmade attractions. That insight guided
the great landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted as he organized his thoughts on how to manage the
wilderness park centered on Yosemite Valley, a state-owned predecessor to the national park model of
Yellowstone. Haunting those thoughts were the cluttered and carnival-like banks of Niagara Falls, which
served as an oft-cited example of what should not happen to a spectacular natural phenomenon. Olmsted saw
city parks as vital to the pursuit of happiness and wanted them to be established for all to enjoy. When he
wrote down his philosophy for managing Yosemite, a new and different kind of park, one that preserves a
great natural site in the wilds, he had no idea that he was creating a visionary blueprint for national parks to
come. Dennis Drabelle provides a history of the national park concept, adding to our understanding of
American environmental thought and linking Olmsted with three of the country’s national treasures.
Published in time to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Yellowstone National Park on March 1, 2022, and the
200th birthday of Frederick Law Olmsted on April 26, 2022, The Power of Scenery tells the fascinating story
of how the national park movement arose, evolved, and has spread around the world.

Rebuilding the Urban Structure of the Inner City

Bonded Leather binding

The American City

Essential reading for students and practitioners of urban design, this collection of essays introduces the 6
dimensions of urban design through a range of the most important classic and contemporary key texts. Urban
design as a form of place making has become an increasingly significant area of academic endeavour, of
public policy and professional practice. Compiled by the authors of the best selling Public Places Urban
Spaces, this indispensable guide includes all the crucial definitions and various understandings of the subject,
as well as a practical look at how to implement urban design that readers will need to refer to time and time
again. Uniquely, the selections of essays that include the works of Gehl, Jacobs, and Cullen, are presented
substantially in their original form, and the truly accessible dip-in-and-out format will enable readers to form
a deeper, practical understanding of urban design.

Library Journal

A grand tour of the chair through the ages by our foremost writer on design Have you ever wondered where
rocking chairs came from, or why cheap plastic chairs are suddenly everywhere? In Now I Sit Me Down, the
distinguished architect and writer Witold Rybczynski chronicles the history of the chair from the folding
stools of pharaonic Egypt to the ubiquitous stackable monobloc chairs of today. He tells the stories of the
inventor of the bentwood chair, Michael Thonet, and of the creators of the first molded-plywood chair,
Charles and Ray Eames. He reveals the history of chairs to be a social history—of different ways of sitting,
of changing manners and attitudes, and of varying tastes. The history of chairs is the history of who we are.
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We learn how the ancient Chinese switched from sitting on the floor to sitting in a chair, and how the iconic
chair of Middle America—the BarcaLounger—traces its roots back to the Bauhaus. Rybczynski weaves a
rich tapestry that draws on art and design history, personal experience, and historical accounts. And he pairs
these stories with his own delightful hand-drawn illustrations: colonial rockers and English cabrioles,
languorous chaise longues and no-nonsense ergonomic task chairs—they’re all here. The famous Danish
furniture designer Hans Wegner once remarked, “A chair is only finished when someone sits in it.” As
Rybczynski tells it, the way we choose to sit and what we choose to sit on speak volumes about our values,
our tastes, and the things we hold dear.

The Library Journal

This book explores the methodology of environmental history, with an emphasis on the field's interaction
with other historiographies such as consumerism, borderlands, and gender. It examines the problem of
environmental context, specifically the problem and perception of environmental determinism, by focusing
on climate, disease, fauna, and regional environments. It also considers the changing understanding of
scientific knowledge.

City Life

\"Highly informative and remarkably entertaining.\" —Elle From forest trails in Korea, to islands in Finland,
to eucalyptus groves in California, Florence Williams investigates the science behind nature’s positive effects
on the brain. Delving into brand-new research, she uncovers the powers of the natural world to improve
health, promote reflection and innovation, and strengthen our relationships. As our modern lives shift
dramatically indoors, these ideas—and the answers they yield—are more urgent than ever.

One Good Turn

'An irresistible page-turner that reads like the most compelling, sleep defying fiction' TIME OUT One was an
architect. The other a serial killer. This is the incredible story of these two men and their realization of the
Chicago World's Fair of 1893, and its amazing 'White City'; one of the wonders of the world. The architect
was Daniel H. Burnham, the driving force behind the White City, the massive, visionary landscape of white
buildings set in a wonderland of canals and gardens. The killer was H. H. Holmes, a handsome doctor with
striking blue eyes. He used the attraction of the great fair - and his own devilish charms - to lure scores of
young women to their deaths. While Burnham overcame politics, infighting, personality clashes and
Chicago's infamous weather to transform the swamps of Jackson Park into the greatest show on Earth,
Holmes built his own edifice just west of the fairground. He called it the World's Fair Hotel. In reality it was
a torture palace, a gas chamber, a crematorium. These two disparate but driven men are brought to life in this
mesmerizing, murderous tale of the legendary Fair that transformed America and set it on course for the
twentieth century . . .

The Power of Scenery

Extraordinary architecture addresses so much more than mere practical considerations. It inspires and
provokes while creating a seamless experience of the physical world for its users. It is the rare writer that can
frame the discussion of a building in a way that allows the reader to see it with new eyes. Writing About
Architecture is a handbook on writing effectively and critically about buildings and cities. Each chapter
opens with a reprint of a significant essay written by a renowned architecture critic, followed by a close
reading and discussion of the writer's strategies. Lange offers her own analysis using contemporary examples
as well as a checklist of questions at the end of each chapter to help guide the writer. This important addition
to the Architecture Briefs series is based on the author's design writing courses at New York University and
the School of Visual Arts. Lange also writes a popular online column for Design Observer and has written for
Dwell, Metropolis, New York magazine, and The New York Times. Writing About Architecture includes
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analysis of critical writings by Ada Louise Huxtable, Lewis Mumford, Herbert Muschamp, Michael Sorkin,
Charles Moore, Frederick Law Olmsted, and Jane Jacobs. Architects covered include Marcel Breuer, Diller
Scofidio + Renfro, Field Operations, Norman Foster, Frank Gehry, Frederick Law Olmsted, SOM, Louis
Sullivan, and Frank Lloyd Wright.

Frederick Law Olmsted, a Critic of the Old South

From \"one of our most original, accessible, and stimulating writers on architecture\" (\"Library Journal\")
comes a captivating account of the life and work of Andrea Palladio, the father of domestic architecture.

Frederick Law Olmsted

This definitive, first full-scale biography of Olmsted--famed designer of New York's Central Park--reveals
him also as a brilliant political and social reformer.

Books In Print 2004-2005

An account of conflicts within engineering in the 1960s that helped shape our dominant contemporary
understanding of technological change as the driver of history. In the late 1960s an eclectic group of
engineers joined the antiwar and civil rights activists of the time in agitating for change. The engineers were
fighting to remake their profession, challenging their fellow engineers to embrace a more humane vision of
technology. In Engineers for Change, Matthew Wisnioski offers an account of this conflict within
engineering, linking it to deep-seated assumptions about technology and American life. The postwar period
in America saw a near-utopian belief in technology's beneficence. Beginning in the mid-1960s, however,
society—influenced by the antitechnology writings of such thinkers as Jacques Ellul and Lewis
Mumford—began to view technology in a more negative light. Engineers themselves were seen as
conformist organization men propping up the military-industrial complex. A dissident minority of engineers
offered critiques of their profession that appropriated concepts from technology's critics. These dissidents
were criticized in turn by conservatives who regarded them as countercultural Luddites. And yet, as
Wisnioski shows, the radical minority spurred the professional elite to promote a new understanding of
technology as a rapidly accelerating force that our institutions are ill-equipped to handle. The negative
consequences of technology spring from its very nature—and not from engineering's failures.
“Sociotechnologists” were recruited to help society adjust to its technology. Wisnioski argues that in
responding to the challenges posed by critics within their profession, engineers in the 1960s helped shape our
dominant contemporary understanding of technological change as the driver of history.

Urban Design Reader

In this new work, prizewinning author, professor, and Slate architecture critic Witold Rybczynski returns to
the territory he knows best: writing about the way people live, just as he did in the acclaimed bestsellers
Home and A Clearing in the Distance. In Makeshift Metropolis, Rybczynski has drawn upon a lifetime of
observing cities to craft a concise and insightful book that is at once an intellectual history and a masterful
critique. Makeshift Metropolis describes how current ideas about urban planning evolved from the
movements that defined the twentieth century, such as City Beautiful, the Garden City, and the seminal ideas
of Frank Lloyd Wright and Jane Jacobs. If the twentieth century was the age of planning, we now find
ourselves in the age of the market, Rybczynski argues, where entrepreneurial developers are shaping the
twenty-first-century city with mixed-use developments, downtown living, heterogeneity, density, and
liveliness. He introduces readers to projects like Brooklyn Bridge Park, the Yards in Washington, D.C., and,
further afield, to the new city of Modi’in, Israel—sites that, in this age of resource scarcity, economic
turmoil, and changing human demands, challenge our notion of the city. Erudite and immensely engaging,
Makeshift Metropolis is an affirmation of Rybczynski’s role as one of our most original thinkers on the way
we live today.
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Now I Sit Me Down

This volume is a collection of papers on urban design issues relating to Canadian experiences and is intended
to describe and interpret those issues facing Canadian urban designers. Topics of the papers include the state
of urban design in Canadian cities and the processes and forces that have resulted in that state; the role of
urban design in the creation of sustainable communities; a comparison of two large-scale developments in
Vancouver and San Francisco; urban design and the 'not in my back yard' syndrome; urban design in
Canadian prairie towns; skywalks in Calgary and American cities; and urban design in relation to climatic
factors.

The Oxford Handbook of Environmental History

This stimulating book explores theories, conceptual frameworks, and cultural approaches with the purpose of
uncovering a cross-cultural understanding of landscape democracy, a concept at the intersection of landscape,
democracy and spatial justice. The authors of Defining Landscape Democracy address a number of questions
that are critical to the contemporary discourse on the right to landscape: Why is democracy relevant to
landscape? How do we democratise landscape? How might we achieve landscape and spatial justice?

The Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes Us Happier, Healthier, and More Creative

During Reconstruction, an alliance of southern planters and northern capitalists rebuilt the southern railway
system using remnants of the Confederate railroads that had been built and destroyed during the Civil War.
In the process of linking Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia by rail, this alliance created one of the largest
corporations in the world, engendered bitter political struggles, and transformed the South in lasting ways,
says Scott Nelson. Iron Confederacies uses the history of southern railways to explore linkages among the
themes of states' rights, racial violence, labor strife, and big business in the nineteenth-century South. By
1868, Ku Klux Klan leaders had begun mobilizing white resentment against rapid economic change by
asserting that railroad consolidation led to political corruption and black economic success. As Nelson notes,
some of the Klan's most violent activity was concentrated along the Richmond-Atlanta rail corridor. But
conflicts over railroads were eventually resolved, he argues, in agreements between northern railroad barons
and Klan leaders that allowed white terrorism against black voters while surrendering states' control over the
southern economy.

The Devil In The White City

Writing About Architecture
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